
NASHUA 

River-bank project marks 
end of cleanup at waste site 
I Contaminated soil being 
3moved from former Johns-
lanville asbestos plant. 
/ CORENE DEE BRUCE 
;legraph Staff 

NASHUA - The yellow sign along the 
ashua River warns neighbors: Asbestos waste 
sposal site. Do not create dust. 
Now, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
gency has begun a project to clean up the 
ver's banks near the newly razed Johns-Man-
lle plant. 
The asbestos plant, formerly located at 40 
ridge St., was demolished earlier this year, 
jt EPA officials remain concerned about land 
oser to the river. 
"Johns-Manville discharged effluent into the 
vcT," said David Mclntyre, chief of site evalu-
ion and response section for the EPA. "As-
;stos did get there through a discharge pipe 
om the plant. It's visible on the surface of the 
1uperfu.a Records Ce.U^^^ 
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Engineers from Roy F. Weston Inc., a con
tractor for the EPA, gathered soil samples 
earlier this month from the site where the 
banks are encrusted with the disease-causing 
insulation material, said Mclntyre, 

The engineers are surveying the land to 
determine the extent - and depth - of the 
contamination, he said. 

Once the study is complete, the EPA will 
then begin work with the U.S. Army Corp. of 
Engineers on a design to either excavate the 
soil or contain the contamination, Mclntyre 
said. 

"We are checking the depth to get an idea of 
the extent of the contamination, but, generally, 
you can see it," Mclntyre said. "The extent of 
contamination survey will give us an idea how 
much we need to excavate." 

Mclntyre said the plant, which began produc
ing asbestos in 1900 for industrial insulation 
products and continued until 1985, discharged 
the lethal material into the river in small, more 
dangerous amounts over time as opposed to 
"big pieces." 

See CLEANUP, Page 11 

staff p f io lo by Peter Carvelli 

Marlta Dunn labels soil samples taken 
from the Nashua River behind the site 
of the former Johns-Manville asbestos 
plant in Nashua. Dunn works for Roy 
F. Weston Inc., a contractor for the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
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